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Of First Importance  
 
 What is the single most important aspect of the Christian 
faith?  Good Question!  Stop reading right here and think 
for a few minutes and write down your answer.  
 

Now, let me see if I hit some of your answers. Faith, hope, 
love (the wonderful Christian triumvirate), Godôs glory, Sov-

ereignty, blessings from God, good works, walking the talk, sanctification, jus-
tification, assurance of salvation. I donôt know if any of these hit the mark or 
not, and they are all important in one way or another as Christians, but none 
of them are correct according the Scripture.  
 

It is wonderful how clear Scripture is on this subject.  Paul says in 1 Corin-
thians 15:3 ñFor what I received I passed on to you as of first importanceéò 
and what is of first importance is Christôs Resurrection.  That is the ñwhite hot 
coreò of our faith.  When all is said and done, all the apologetics stated and 
defended, all the doctrines argued back and forth, none of them hold a theo-
logical candle to the Doctrine of the Resurrection.  Paul spends one of the 
longest chapters in the New Testament on this subject and gives us 6 reasons 
why the resurrection is so important. 
 

If Christ has not been raised, then our Preaching is useless (v. 14)  
The Bible puts forth that there is power in the preached Word (Isa 55:11; Heb 
4:12).  As a pastor, when I step into the pulpit every Sunday, I rely of those 
promises and the power that comes along with them. So what Paul is saying 
here is that if the resurrection of Christ is not true, then everything God has 
ever said is untrue.  They are just words, just pretty poetry, simply nice say-
ings, practical moral teachings.  If Christ is not raised, then the Gospel 
preached is absolutely powerless to save. All the foot stomping, pulpit pound-
ing, impassioned pleading is for naught. It boils down to nothing more eter-
nally powerful than a very good political speech. ñAsk not what your country 
can do for you, ask what you can do for your country!ò 
 

If Christ has not been raised, then we are false witnesses (v. 15)  
Secondly, Paul turns to us.  Here we are spending all this time building rela-
tionships so that we can share Christ.  We read books on defending the faith, 
we spend time in Sunday School learning about God and Scripture.  We stand 
on the side of Christ, even though culture looks at us out of the corner of their 
eyes.  We open out mouth and swear that what we are telling them is 100% 
truth, that without a personal relationship with Christ they are going to Hell.  If 
Christ has not been raised, you are very simply a liar!  
 

If Christ has not been raised, then our faith is futile (v. 17)  
Faith is the conduit through which we are saved.  It is a gift from God (Eph 
2:8-9) that ñempowersò us, if you will, to respond to the Gospel. It is that won-
derful gift that gives us assurance, that gives us hope, that gives us the con-
viction that what we believe is the truth. Paul states here that if Christôs resur-
rection is a sham, then that wonderful gift from God is useless, pointless, fruit-
less, in vain, and ineffective. 
 

If Christ has not been raised, then we are still in our sins (v. 17)  
Isa 1:18 states, ñThough your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.ò One of the 
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MEMORY VERSE  

OF THE MONTH! 
 

The LORD is good,  
a refuge in times of trouble.   

He cares for those who  
trust in Him. 

Nahum 1:7 
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things that always blows my mind regarding salvation is 
that by accepting Jesus Christ as my personal savior my 
sins are transferred to his account and I am white as 
snow in Godôs eyes.  My past, present and future sins are 
already forgiven in Christ! I donôt have to worry about 
dying in my sins, because Christôs substitutionary death 
is not only perfect but sufficient.  
 

However, if Christ did not rise, then all that we just af-
firmed is untrue.  We still are dead in our sins and tres-
passes, Godôs wrath is still kindled against me and the 
venom of the sting of death (1 Cor 15:56) is still coursing 
through my ñveins.ò 
 

If Christ has not been raised, then those who have 
fallen asleep are lost (v. 18)  
This is perhaps the saddest result of the resurrection be-
ing false. That venom eventually takes its toll and the 
result is death.  The great hope that Scripture holds forth 
for the Christian is that in this life you will have trouble, 
but take heart! (Christ) has overcome the world (John 
16:33). The believer goes from ñlife to lifeò and the evi-
dence of that is Christôs resurrection.  As Romans 6:4 
puts it, ñWe were therefore buried with him through bap-
tism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 
may live a new life.ò 
 

If Christ has not been raised, all those who preceded us 
in death are eternally lost and we can look forward to 
nothing but damnation. 
 

If Christ has not been raised, then we are to be pitied 
(v. 19) 
When you reflect on the above, there is a certain modi-
cum of pity that should enter your hearts and mind. I 
donôt know what Paul was thinking about when he wrote 
this, but Iôd like to take a guess.  When I hear someone 
who believes strongly in a false religion, be it Buddhism, 
Mormonism, Jehovahô Witnesses, New Age, Hinduism, 
Good Works, Islam, or any other belief that claims para-
dise or any kind of hope after death, there is always a 
corner of my heart that pities them.  They argue so stri-
dently, they believe so firmly, they are impassioned and 
convicted in their heart and mind that they have the 
truthéyet they are wrong.  Paul stood before thousands 
and heard their impassioned beliefs about salvation with-
out Christ, and he knew that they were wrong, and a part 
of his heart pitied them. 
 

And he knew that if the single most important event of 
Christianity was false, then we are in the same pool as 
everyone else; firm belief in Christ, impassioned convic-
tion n Christ, assurance of life after deathébut wrong, 
and thus pitied. 

   Pastor Blake Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

The Outreach Ministry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Recent news from our Outreach Partners:  
             
 

 1. Doug and Fran Palmeter ï Campus Crusade for 
Christ, Orono  
  
 Dear Friends, 
Process  
 Students are increasingly open to God.  Yet, 
they move further away from God each year.  To illus-
trate, last week I was with a few students talking about 
God.  I asked Jamal if he wanted Christ in his life.  I 
already knew the answer but asked for his sake.  He 
said he wanted Christ but wouldnôt really know what 
he was doing if he did.  We have talked a number of 
times since.  Christians need to fill in what students 
have never experienced nor understood about Christ.  
If we focus on simply an event, we loose people in 
process. 
Incarnational Living  
 Students are increasingly isolated, 
alone, in small groups or subgroups.  Email, 
face book, and text messaging replace rela-
tionship.  Text messaging is a big deal.  As I 
spent time with Jeremy last week, he checked his 
phone no less than 3 times when messages came, 
and we were together for only 40 minutes. 
 We try to live incarnationaly.  God uses his chil-
dren to fill in what is lacking in worldview so others can 
come to Christ.  Repeated contact is often essential 
for a meaningful turning to Christ.  The university rec-
ognizes the need for relationship.  Throwing money, 
programs, and information canôt give the love that stu-
dents need.  Students need to be in relationship with 
Godôs children and experience love from God.  This is 

what will eventually fill the vacuum left by 
dysfunctional families and a society that 
sees relationships as disposable silver-
ware, easily discarded.  Having students 
in our home, sitting in the cafeteria and 
chatting, meeting to study the Word, visit-

The prayers of the members of this church go 
with the eight outreach partners we support in 



 

   

ing the gym are all opportunities to live incarnationaly.   
Groups  
 When decisions for Christ are made in isolation, 
involving that person in growth is difficult.  Recognizing 
and working within groups normalizes their faith and 
makes sharing their faith natural.  They are already an 
insider.  As mentioned in previous letters, we have been 
involved with the baseball team.  As a matter of fact, 
three of the coaches just came by my cafeteria table to 
say hi.  This winter we have continued to love and serve 
the team and coaches as best we could.  Practice 
started last week.  I dropped by just to be present, incar-
nate.  Numerous players greeted me.  Access to the 
group creates multiple opportunities to share Christ. 
 Today, the non believer and believer alike will not 
walk across campus to hear about God.  Even when the 
meeting or discussion is right in the dorm, students will 
seldom attend.  The day when we could expect students 
to come to us is long gone.  They will go to be with 
friends, if they have them.  We need to reduce the geo-
graphic distance a person has to travel to come to 
Christ.  And we need to maximize relational bonds within 
an identifiable group. 
Illustration  
 Let me illustrate what we are talking about.  A few 
weeks ago I gathered my courage and went to a new 
dining hall.  It was awkward.  The checker could make it 
difficult for me.  I prayed.  When I walked in the women 
behind the counter jumped up, hugged me, and asked 
where I had been.  Prayer one answered.  In a few min-
utes the men started to come in.  I went over and sat 
with two men.  Other guys came in, some of whom I 
knew.  We talked about a lot of thingsé well I should 
say, they talked about a lot.  We talked about God.  We 
all agreed to be there next week.  The next week a cou-
ple other men joined us.  Tomorrow we meet for the third 
time. 
 Sitting in the cafeteria I am present with students, 
in their world, on their turf, in their group and am involv-
ing them in the process of coming to Christ.  God does 
what He desires.  On our part we want to be in geo-
graphic proximity of groups, involved in process, and live 
incarnationaly with the world around us. 
[This is an important letter.  Substitute the word 
ñneighborò for ñstudent," and the word ñcommunityò for 
ñcampusò and you have itôs impact for us, living here in 
Southwest Harbor.  Read it with yourself and your rela-
tionship with those around you in mind.  And, we will 
definitely invite Doug to visit us sometime this year!] 
 
2. John Rankin ðTheological Education Institute, 
Connecticut  
Dear Friends: 
 Good afternoon, and greetings in the love of the 
Lord. 
  
Today we have launched a new portal website, 
www.johnrankin.org, and on it I have something like a blog, 
called "Occasional Observations." This new website leads 
to the main TEI site, portions within it, and will do likewise 
for other websites I have planned. 

  
It is meant to be publicity friendly, and since it is linked to 
my name, it is much easier for people to remember, when I 
am speaking in person, or via the media. For example, to-
morrow I will be interviewed on Channel One in New York 
City for a segment on evolution and intelligent design. This 
program goes to 11,000 public and private schools. 
  
On the new website, you will see, under related links, the 
prominent display of my article, "Darwin and the Days of 
Creation." I was able to easily refer Channel One to it, and 
it sums up my position well. 
 
[You might want to check out Johnôs website, and also his 
latest book, ñThe Six Pillars of Honest Politics,ò which 
our library now has.] 
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KBC is COMINGé.. 
 
 Get ready, get set, hike!!!? This years KBC 
theme is Friendship Trek where kids come to 
hike through the Bible and learn about their 
friend Jesus. KBC will be held from Aug 11

th
 

through the 15
th

. So mark your  calendars and 
start praying about how you can help out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Have you noticed a women in the fellowship hall dressed in a feather mask and a robe? Have you 
seen sweet little angels dancing and singing around the music room door. This is all part of or new 
Hands on Sunday school program for our younger learners.  We have provided Sunday School 
classes for school age children for many years now. (Thanks to all of you who have taken time to 
teach.)  God has blessed us with enough younger children  that we felt it was time to add a new 
class. This class is for 3 year olds through kindergarteners.  These children meet in the fellowship 
hall at 9am. They just finished  working with the Bible point that  Jesus can do anything . Each 
week they have games, a craft or two, a Bible lesson, a Bible verse, and  enough energy left over for 

some singing.  
 
  We also have a new addition for the 9am hour that has been needed for some 
time. Each week our nursery  room is full with the youngest of our church fam-
ily. It was approved that we hire a babysitter so that parents and grandparents 

of very little ones could attend the Adult Sunday school class. This service is provided starting at 
8:45am and goes till 10:15am.  
 
 Our older learners, first graders through fifth graders, are still enjoying the Hands on Curriculum 
that we started in September. This class grows from 2 to 7 or more children on any given week They 
currently are studying the miracles of Jesus. Just last week they learned about saying óThank youô  
when Jesus healed the ten lepers. óBe thankful in all circumstancesô 1Thess 5:18 was their Bible 
verse. What a wonderful lesson to learn at any age.  
 
 After the Sunday school lesson at 10am we meet with all the children together for about fifteen min-
utes to review the monthly scripture and sing the childrenôs chorus praise songs. This is a great way 
to tie the Sunday school program, at 9am, into the church service at 10:30am. 
 
 As you can see we are very busy downstairs during the Sunday school hour with learning and fun. 
Please be praying about  who you might be able to bring with you to our childrenôs Sunday School 
program. Maybe a child in your neighborhood who otherwise might not hear about our won-
derful Savior. 
 

 
 

 

 New After School Program  
 The kids need your help!!!!!  We are looking to start a five week program, to meet one day a 
week, after school for first and second graders . This will be similar to KBC. You do not  need to 
plan anything or be available for all five weeks. We need folks who would like to just be a warm body or a kid 
wrangler. You could prepare a snack, or help with a craft, or a game. Please contact Erin at 244-9176 or my 

church email eritter@swhcc.com  
 
 
 

 
Fellowship Nights  

The Christian Education Ministry will be informing people in the bulletin and in the Harbinger on 
what form of childcare will be available at our monthly Fellowship Nights.  This month, if the 
kitchen is completed enough for a Fellowship Night, the March potluck presentation will be appro-

priate for the older Sunday school children. The Christian Education Ministry will be providing a babysitter for chil-
dren 5 and under. 

mailto:eritter@swhcc.com

