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We are starting a new section in the Harbinger called 
Helps for Worship .  Following is the first article in the 
series.  

 

 

#1: What Is Worship?  

William Shishko 

"The first foundation of righteousness undoubtedly is the worship of God." 
(John Calvin) 

The term worship comes from an old word that means "worth-ship." It is to 
ascribe honor to one who is worthy. The highest duty of those made in the 
image of God is to "ascribe worth" to the one in whom they live and move and 
have their very being (Acts 17:28). 

Christian worship has been rightly defined as "the activity of the new life of a 
believer in which, recognizing the fullness of the Godhead as it is revealed in 
the person of Jesus Christ and his mighty redemptive acts, he seeks by the 
power of the Holy Spirit to render to the living God the glory, honor, and sub-
mission which are his due" (Robert Rayburn). "Worthy is the Lamb who was 
slain to receive power and riches and wisdom, and strength and honor and 
glory and blessing!" (Rev. 5:12 NKJV). Our worship is to reflect the worship of 
heaven, in which all that is around the throne of God gives glory to him. "The 
Father is seeking such to worship Him" (John 4:23 NKJV). 

Your worship personally, in your families, and especially when gathered to-
gether as a church ought to be the most wonderful experience of your lives. It 
ought to be a foretaste of an eternity of worship of the One who has saved us 
and who blesses us with good things beyond measure. 

For Reflection  

1. Why is God worthy of your best efforts in giving him worship? 

2. What things hinder you from giving God the honor that is due to 

him in your worship? 

3. What are the best ways you can remove those hindrances, so 

that your worship is more pleasing to God and more satisfying to 
you? 

Bill Shishko is pastor of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Franklin Square, 
New York. Reprinted from New Horizons, October 2005. 
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MEMORY VERSE  

OF THE MONTH! 
 

The Lord your God is with you, 
He is mighty to save.   

He will take great delight in you, 
He will quiet you with his love, 

He will rejoice over you  
with singing. 

 

Zephaniah 3:17 
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To contact the editor, Dori Williams: 
Call:(207) 244 5487   or    Email: office@swhcc.com 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Outreach Ministry  

     Here is some news from four of our Outreach Partners 
this month: 
 
  1. John Rankin ï Theological Educa-
tion Institute, Connecticut   
 Email 4/5  
 Dear Friends: 
Greetings, as always, in the love of the Lord. 
  

 By God's grace, after 25 years of work, I have 
reached a point long aimed at. 
 On Saturday, June 14, we will hold the first ever 
Mars Hill Society convention at The First Cathedral in 
Bloomfield, CT , just outside Hartford. It is the largest 
church in New England. 
 Early registration is $50.00 (including two meals) 
through April 30, and for all registrants, a copy of my book, 
The Six Pillars of Honest Politics: The Biblical Nature of 
a Level Playing Field  is also available for $50.00 
 One delightful feature of this convention , in ser-
vice to the second pillar of "the power to live in the 
light" (our agenda is on the table for all to see), and the 
fourth pillar of "the power to love hard questions" is the 
presence of a Mars Hill Forum panel of 5 leading non -
evangelical partisans.  

Thus far, we have three panelists confirmed: 
1. Nadine Strossen, Esq., president of the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU), and professor at New York Law 
School. 
2. Rev. Barry Lynn, Esql, executive director of Americans 
United for Separation of Church and State. 
3. Dr. Radwan Masmoudi, president of the Center for the 
study of Islam and Democracy. 
 We are also inviting a leading same -sex marriage 
advocate  (one was pleased to come, but had a schedule 
conflict), and a leading atheist.  
  

Below is a tentative schedule. 
Blessings in Jesus, 
John 
 

Morning:   8:00: Registration and Coffee etc. 
                9:00: Worship and Introductions 
                9:30: The Six Pillars of Biblical Power 

                        The Six Pillars of Honest Politics 
               10:30: Break 
               11:00: Jesus, in the Face of His Enemies 
 
 Afternoon:  12:00: Break for Lunch 
                    1:30: Worship 
                    1:45: Mars Hill Forum Panel/Audience Ques 
      tions 
                    3:00: Break 
                    3:30: The Mars Hill Society Platform 
                            TEI Burden Sharing 
                            Simplified State and Federal Law 
                    4:30: Mars Hill Forum Panel/Audience Ques 
     tions 
                    5:00: Break for Dinner 
 

 Evening:  7:00: Worship and Announcements 
              7:30: Mars Hill Forum Panel: 10 Minutes Political 
                      Philosophy Statement from each Panelist; 
                      Dialogue Between Panelists and myself; 
                      Questions from Audience 
              9:30: Concluding Hymn + Benediction                            
 

[It sounds like a really worthwhile conference.  If any-
one in the church would like to attend, the Missions 
Ministry may be able to help with the cost.  See Greg, 
Jamie, or Mary if interested.]  
 
2.  Sam Leonardi ðHancock County Prison Ministry 
  
 My dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 
 This has been a long winter.  I hope that you are 
all well.  At last spring has arrived and we have sunshine!  
For those of us who are on the outside, this is a refresh-
ing time.  We have all been waiting for the warmth of 
spring.  But when you are in jail it seems like winter 
never ends.  Inmates at Hancock County are incarcer-
ated for various reasons.  Most of the reasons stem from 
substance abuse in varying forms.  So, I would like to 
invite each and everyone to join I prayer with brothers 
and sisters in Hancock Country.  Please add this to your 
prayer list!  Our prayer is for Almighty God through 
the power of the Holy Spirit to set free the addicted .  
People who are caught up in the abuse of drugs and al-
cohol are a hairs breath away from their own physical 
destruction.  We will also be praying for the peripheral 
lives that are dramatically affected as a result of such 
addictions.  Letôs join together and pray that God will bind 
the hands of the enemy.  Our prayers should alsogo out 
to all o rgan iza-
t i o n s who work 
t o w a r d this goal.  
G o d bless you 
a n d thank you 
for pray- ing with us. 
 
D o n ô t forget to 
pray for our other 
o u t - r e a c h 
p a r t - ners, who 
we did- nôt happen 
to hear from this 
month.  

The prayers of the members of this church go with 
the eight outreach partners we support in areas 
and ministries all over the world. 



 

   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

COMPASSION CHILD ADVOCATE  
Our own Mary Anna Fox has trained to be an advocate.  She has already spoken to 
an area church and helped with our Com- passion Sunday here at SWHCC.  She 
writes: 
 

I was so impressed with all the Compassion staff on my sponsor tour to the Dominican Republic that 
I felt the Lord leading me to do more.  I took an Advocate's Training, on the computer, previewed 
many Compassion DVDs, and had a three and a half hour conference call with my delightful training 

coordinator along with nine other advocates!  It was fun 
and very helpful.  This was all to prepare me to speak 
with ñintegrityò about Compassion International and to 
acquire new sponsorships of children. 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What goes on in between?  
 

 In between the Sunday school classes and the church service we found our selves with a half an hour 
and nothing for the kids to do. So Chaz got out his guitar and we started singing with the children. Each 
week from 10am to about 10:20am we practice that monthôs kidôs chorus song, a monthly Bible verse 
from their Sunday school lesson, and the up coming song for the next month.  
 
 Earlier in the year we were fortunate enough to have a group get together and plan out the entire 
years songs. Pastor Brown then sent out a collection of the songs on CD to each of the families with 
young children. If you would also like a copy of the CD please speak to Erin Ritter.  
 



  

 

 The idea behind the Kidôs chorus song is to have something to tie the Sunday school time to 
church time, and to make it easier for the children to sing along and take part in the church ser-
vice. By choosing simple songs that we all know by heart, our hope is that visitors will also feel 
familiar and at home in our church. (If that is not reason enough, the songs are just fun to sing!) 
 
 Our memory verse is from one of the four verses the Sunday school les-
son provides during the month. I pick one to focus on - one that the chil-
dren will be able to call upon for en- couragement when needed. Look 
for our wall of verses in the yellow Sunday school room. We will be 
posting the current verse on the CE bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall 
and in the Harbinger soon. 
  
At our May Fellowship Night, May 17th, (our monthly potluck) we will 
have an example lesson from the Hands On curriculum. We will also be thanking the very dedi-
cated teachers that have taught this year. Please make every effort to attend and support their 
work.  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come Saturday May 17th ready to work!  
9AMðNoon  

We will have a delicious lunch provided  
 
 

In case of rainðwe will do the same thing the next weekend, 
May 24th! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

May 11, 2008 


