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Jesus answered,
il am t he
the truth and the life,
No one comes to the Father
except

John 14:6
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The Smell of Humility

We live in a culture very much removed from many of the
realities of life. Take for instance the meat isle in our local
grocery stores. We walk down the isle and all the meat is
nicely packaged in white styrofoam and shiny cellophane
: A\ ‘ and the meat looks bright and attractive. They have even
t"‘“"‘ placed a little sponge-like poach under the meat to soak up
any excess blood which could possibility detract from its attractiveness. This is
all well and good, but it truly removes us from the reality of the slaughter-
house.

It is there that the animals are dispatched, processed and packaged. We are
sR Ifab removed from this that when we see images from movies like
ASupersize MeO we are repul sed!
join PETA, but to give us a slight wake up call when it comes to Christmas.

This is the time of year when we celebrate Jesus Christ being born. God him-
self taking on human flesh. The creator becoming like what He created! The
one who was and is and is to come s
bling himself and being born as a helpless little baby. And, as the Scriptures
teach us, that baby was placed into a sweet, little, warm, golden straw-lined,
perfectly constructed wooden manger

We even S i wonder f ul littl e
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Away in a manger,

No crib for His bed

The little Lord Jesus
Laid down His sweet head

Have you ever really stopped to think about where
Christ actually laid his sweet head? | put it to us that we
are removed from this reality as well. A manger was a
feed trough for animals. In it, various feeds were placed
as wel |l as |l eftovers and

cleaned, thus rotting remnants of food were present at
various levels of decomposition. Dried animal spittle and
regurgitation probably were to be found in and around
the manger. It was most likely made out of stone and
was rudimentary at best. The smell that was probably
present would not bring to mind an EMMC delivery
room.

I flesh this picture out for re
humility. The King of Kings and Lord of Lords did not ordain that he come to
us in the majesty that he so deserves, but in humility. His first throne here on
y eaghvgs a stinking manger.

one

Let us reflect on this throughout the Christmas season. Let us meditate on this
Iﬁs 0 apout our lives. Humility , that is the example Jesus gave us from

is first breath taken, inhaling the stink of a barn, to His last breath exhaled,
filled with blood.
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HELPS FOR WORSHIP #12:
CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH

William Shishko

"You have come ... to the general assembly and the church of
the firstborn who are registered in heaven." (Heb. 12:22  -23)

There is so much more to corporate worship than what
meets the eye!

One of the profound truths revealed in the New Testa- The Outreach Ministry
ment is that, when we worship, we join our hearts and
our voices with those of all other saints, living and dead, Recent news from our outreach partners:

who are also worshiping the Lord. This is mind-boggling!
The Scriptures even teach us that, when we worship,
Jesus Christ himself is with us, singing his own praise
and declaring his own name in the midst of his brothers
and sisters (see Heb. 2:12). John recently held a forum with Dr. Jeremiah Wright.
Hereds some information from a

2. John Rankin 6 Theological Education Institute, Connecti-
cut

That is another reason why our corporate confession of

faith is so important in the early part of our worship. We We now have a 6 minute clip from the Jeremiah
join with the saints of all ages and those alive today in Wright & John Rankin forum: The Bible, Race, and Ameri-
confessing the basic truths about God and what he has can History up on YouTube and GodTube

done for us by Jesus Christ and through the Holy Spirit.

We confess that we are not alone in our faith, but part of Please view the clip and pass it along to all your email con-
a whole heritage of believers in the name of the Lord. tacts.

For our corporate confession of faith, we sometimes use ~ We will have more and more clips from different forums
basic biblical statements such as the Ten Command-  90ing up in the near future, so please subscribe to our vid-
ments or Philippians 2:1-11 (which some biblical schol- €os.

ars believe was the first "corporate confession of faith"
of the Christian church). At other times we use creeds of
the early church, such as those commonly known as the
Apostles' Creed (which was not written by the apostles),
the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed. When we o o girectly at: http://reviohnrankin.blogspot.com/ as it
confess our .fa'th. using these_ statements, we demon_- deals specifically with the question of why we invited Dr.
strate our unity with the catholic church, that is, the uni- Wright.

versal Christian church. At other times we use portions

of the Westminster Confession of Faith or Catechisms or

the Heidelberg Catechism to confess our faith. These

demonstrate our unity with the Reformed churches of MISSIONS EVENTS

the Protestant Reformation. TO WATCH FOR IN NOVEMBER

What a joy it is that we begin our worship praising and
confessing the God of our fathers, the God whom our chil-
dren and children's children shall also, by his grace, con-
fess!

For Reflection

1.Can you imagine Christ himself and other believers who
have passed on to glory confessing his name the same as
you do in the corporate confession?

2. What difference does that make in this portion of your
worship?

The author is pastor of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Franklin
Square, New York. Reprinted from New Horizons, November 2006.

Please rate the video and please leave a comment.

As well, please check out my updated blog: "My Forum
with Jeremiah Wright," at: www.johnrankin.org in the upper

1. We had a very successful outreach on November 9th,
cooking the evening meal for approximately 25 at the
Emmaus Shelter. A GREAT BIG THANKS to Eric and
Dianna Novella who guided us through the whole plan-
ning and cooking process. We served meatloaf,
mashed red potatoes, mixed vegetables, and a peach
cobbler-type cake. The meal received rave reviews
from the Emmaus residents, and we were blessed to be
able to pray before sitting down, and then stay to eat
and talk with them. We plan to do this quarterly, espe-
cially now that Eric and Dianna have shown us by their
ent husiasm and willingness,
like to help out in February, see a Missions Ministry

member.



http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017ZHnzKGDWvcKMEZOkJDjTwr7KFIVFwTRJYP_KTZPtA5vaIbBGFf_vWg6Pjfe75lYHTpi4m9Sh_m2LwfF4VCo7_Ac2XQ9Q6ScjJmSKiU0wU6aQm94_ov-dAnKOB3cWcr_qKB1KIlca_xh20sc-LQlsQ==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017ZHnzKGDWvexpms-yuCUmiRDFzWeNAjtJw8Wb3eGHfyJ29xlhd7s6rZzBk4anpAhFG32W-Ky06s69c2hxTYJxT_h9hhpL9Eaw2bmjLHF4k0tSSJ6-AP_hHcr3-oLvryAnILa4aFN2fKEBeErN2v1K3uKhyaGSX0a_ZCpenu-jh-yXXPgaF7r0g==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017ZHnzKGDWvfNFRwSv53XjEyk5QdZ2T_W9lPZ3mHBgg3TFRoVWJGpvn-J5CzQVt-TQgE9JFeD1RWwecBeUMB05CE6AH0swtpJjnL2r17YL65RfhxmKhOCci4zD1gN7Sh4
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017ZHnzKGDWveqJr3aQEozzwJIfGr4vWhIQsawTkn3PdcHlSgfSXzMb2798lcL_Q4m7BlSNE4WlDFpdlBKwpWBj6GYqnzHKjhZCc5S8miYCNF3uvAmPxJesR4q9yr77_Se

2. I't was exciting to take p
Christmas Child project again this year. Even in these hard eco-
nomic ti mes, this congregation is full of fi
lected 35 gift-full boxes for needy children overseas. Thanks to Janet and Greg Trobridge, who
took our boxes (and some from Cornerstone Baptist Church) to the collection center at Calvary

Chapel in Orrington.

3. For the next couple of Sundays, Christmas cards for our eight missionaries will be available for
you to sign downstairs during Coffee Fellowship. Please send your greetings to these faithful
people who serve the Lord in challenging ministriesd and pray for them all year long!

POSSIBLE FUTURE WOMENOGS ACTI VI TI

Elise Palmer has discussed with several women the possibility of having a bi-monthly (at least) meeting of single

women for fellowship and mutual support. Elise is happy to meet at her housed possible at about 5:30/6:00 pm and

have a light supper. We will have a prayer time and discuss issues that concern us. The meeting is for ALL single

women, not just widows and maidens! This is not to take the place of opportunities to meet with the wider fellowship,

but we who are single have concerns of special interesttousd f or exampl e just having somec
and awake in the morning! This is still being plannedd s ee El i se i f youbre interested.

Also, Elaine Jenkins has offered to lead a Bible study for those interested in serious, in-depth pursuit of the Word of
God. This is also still in the planning stage. Det ail s




