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The Harbinger 
The Stone or the Acorn?  

 
 If there be a law of nature which is universal it is surely 
gravitation. Stones never rise into the air, unless a force 
superior to gravitation lifts them; and if thrown into the air 
by force, they fall again as soon as the force is spent which 
threw them up.  
 

But consider the trees. They persist, in spite of the law of 
gravitation, in lifting themselves out of the earth, holding 

themselves perpendicularly, and throwing out branches skyward, in great free-
dom. 
  
To the stones who do not know the secret, it is a perfect miracle, that the trees 
lift themselves towards heaven, and make such a flourish of their liberty. Bury 
a pebble, and it will obey the law of gravitation forever. Bury an acorn, and it 
will obey a higher law. Is the law of gravitation suspended? Never for one mo-
ment! But in the buried acorn (and the buried wheat kernel) there is a vital 
force which is superior to the attraction of the earth. 
 

Let us consider for a moment together what truths are found in this wonderful 
illustrationé 
 

First, are you a stone or an acorn? 
 

This is the basic question that Scripture asks?  Are you alive or dead? Ephe-
sians 2:1-2 tells us that we are all: 

dead in (our) transgressions and sins, in which (we) used to live when 
(we) followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of 
the airé 

 

In other words we were all stones at one point or 
another.  In Ezekielôs prophetic vision (Ezek 37), it 
was described in very visceral terms as dry bones. 
People without Christ are quite literally dead!  That 
is why our new evangelism vision statement is 
ñRescuing the Dying ò because people are dead 
and dying in the burning building. However through 
the work of Jesus on the cross, a new door is 
opened to everybody which leads to life. Listen to 
how Peter puts it and notice the references to ñlifeò: 
 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that 
can never perish, spoil or fade (1 Peter 1:3-4) 
 

So, are you an acorn in Christ or a stone?  
 

The second question that this illustration asks is: Which force do you obey? 
Ephesians 2 continues and tells us that we all used to follow the ways or 
ólawsò of this worldé 

gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires 
and thoughts 
 

That is our natural condition.  We simply are wired to follow our sinful nature.  
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MEMORY VERSE  
OF THE MONTH! 

I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
because it is the power of God 

for the salvation of everyone who 
believes: first for the Jew, 

 then for the Gentile. 
 

Romans 1:16 
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We naturally follow the laws of this world (gravity). In fact, 
Scripture goes on to tells us that we cannot help but obey 
this force (Romans 6:16).  However, when you put your 
trust in Christ, you are set free from the laws that bind you 
to earth (gravity) and are enabled to obey a ñhigherò 
lawéGodôs. Your heart of stone is turned to flesh (Ezek 
11:19) and you begin to grow and flourish just as the tree in 
our illustration.  What a glorious sight it is to witness the 
ñhigherò law being obeyed in a personôs life! 

But now that you have been set free from sin and 
have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap 
leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 
(Romans 6:22) 
 

Let us never forget that we are not stones, but acorns! 
 

Finally, letôs never forget what it took for us to be set free of 
the earthôs laws. As we bask in this new found freedom in 
Christ to grow and stretch out our ñlimbs,ò remember that 
our Lord Jesus was the kernel that fell to the ground and 
died (John 12:24). It was because of his sacrifice on that 
cross those many years ago that we are enabled to obey 
the ñhigherò law.  It was because of His stone cold death, 
that we have hearts of flesh. 
 

   Pastor Blake Brown 

 
 
 

The CD Ministry Continues to Grow!  

Just a quick praise to relate.  The CD ministry 
continues to grow! We are sending out more 
and more CDôs of both the sermons and the 
Sunday School class each week, which is a 
source of great praise. The personal mission of 
the Pastor is described in Ephesians 4:12 & 14: 

to prepare Godôs people for works of service, so that 
the body of Christ may be built upéThen we will no 
longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the 
waves, and blown here and there by every wind of 
teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men 
in their deceitful scheming. 

The CD ministry is fulfilling this mission! As a reminder, 
both the sermons and the Sunday School classes are 
now online at www.swhcc.com . If you are receiving CDôs 
and the online resource fulfills your need, then please drop 
us a note, email or call and let us know that you no longer 
need the CDôs. However, if you are like many people, these 
CDôs are perfect for long (or short) car rides, a quick shot of 
Christian edification. We are more than happy to keep 
sending them to you. 

As always, we miss all of you and look forward to seeing 
you soon up here in Southwest Harbor. Until them, may the 
Lord shine His face on you and be gracious toward you 
(Numbers 6:25). 

 
 

Helps for Worship #14:  
Responsive Readings  

William Shishko 

ñ...speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs.ò   (Eph. 5:19)  

Some students of liturgics (that is, the study of the proper 
manner of worship) question whether responsive readings 
are to be used in worship.  What is the biblical basis for 
them?  What is their purpose? 

Our pattern is to use responsive (or unison) readings 
(usually from the book of Psalms) as we prepare ourselves 
for the prayer of confession of sin, which follows.  The bibli-
cal basis for this practice is that the Scriptures themselves 
tell us that the congregation should use appropriate words 
in its ministry to one another (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16).  We 
usually think of our congregational singing in this regard, 
but the Scriptures command us to ñspeakò to one another 
as well as to sing to one another and to the Lord. 

In the Old Testament, there is an example of this kind of 
congregational speaking in Deuteronomy 27.  The tribes of 
Israel were divided between Mount Ebal and Mount Ger-
izim.  The blessings and the curses of the covenant were 
read aloud, and the people responded with their ñAmen!ò  In 
doing so, they committed themselves to the very things God 
had told them in his covenant word.  We do something simi-
lar as we take Godôs words on our lips and recommit our-
selves to them in corporate worship. 

In a real sense, this time of congregational speaking is an 
extension of our corporate confession of faith.  Because the 
Psalms have their ultimate fulfillment in the person and 
work of Christ (Luke 24:44), we are continuing our confes-
sion of him.  We are also reminding one another of the mul-
tifaceted truths in a believerôs experience (the Psalms are 
given, in part, for that purpose).  Those very reminders 
should make us desire to come before God in repentance 
and confession. 

What a privilege it is to take the Word of God on our own 
lips as we worship the God who is to be worshiped accord-
ing to that Word! 

For Reflection 

§ How does the responsive reading reflect your own ex-
perience, and how does it call you to confess your sins? 

§ How well are you ministering to others as you partici-
pate in the responsive reading?  

 
The author is pastor of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Franklin 
Square, New York. Reprinted from New Horizons, January 2007.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Donôt forget to attend the Jewish 
Seder  
Monday, March 23rd at 6:00 PM  

http://www.swhcc.com/


 

   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The Outreach Ministry  

  

These are the Outreach Partners we have heard from recently: 
 

1. Sam Leonardi ðHancock County Prison Ministry 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
   It has been a great year for Hancock County Prison Ministry.  
We have entered into our ninth year of serving Hancock 
County Jail in bringing the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the male 
and female inmates each Saturday evening. 
   In 2008 the Jail ministry has ministered to an average of 15 
inmates each Saturday evening.  This past year we have had 
so many men and women give their lives to Christ, it has been 
amazing.  The recommitment to Christ has been overwhelm-
ing.  The dedication to living as a Christian in this adverse en-
vironment is not easy.  They need our prayers. 
   I have been blessed that the Guards and administration 
have embraced this ministry to the point that they make us feel 
like we are part of the staff.  We will always work to keep the 
confidence that has been given to us as priority. 
   I have the pleasure of adding two outstanding members to 
this ministry who come to us from the Church of Our Father.  
Father Chuck Bradshaw and his wife Beth are both welcome 
additions to Hancock County Prison Ministry.  Beth plays the 
keyboard and brings music to us each week.  Praise God!  
Father Chuck will be bringing the message February 14.  We 
are blessed by their presence.  Russell has blessed us last 
night with a message on prophecy.  These times are so excit-
ing. 
   I am trying to gain grant money to try a project that will bring 
a new dimension to the ministry.  If it is Godôs will a halfway 
house for men located in Ellsworth is in my prayers.  The goal 
is to try to have the ability to give temporary shelter and coun-
seling to inmates who have no place to go after they are re-
leased. 
   I have also thought it would be good to incorporate a Bible 
study at the Jail during the week.  In the past this has not been 
possible.  In the past Sgt. Pelkey and I had talked about possi-
bly a Friday night.  I know all plates are full, but I am in hopes 
that these plans might work out if it is Godôs will.  We will all 
work together as a team to keep the ministry fresh with new 
ideas in how we can do the work of our Lord.  The fields are 
ripe and the need is great.  Letôs do the work of Christ while it 
can be done. 
[Be in prayer for Sam and his family ðhe has lost his job 
at Morris Yachts.  He will be visiting our church on Sun-
day, March 22nd to share about the prison ministry during 
Adult Sunday School and during a Missions Moment in 
church.]  

2.  Doug and Fran Palmeter  
 

   Big Lasagna  When we invite students for dinner it is always 
suspenseful.  We never know who will show, if anyone.  Many 
students lack the courtesy of not letting you know when they 
canôt make it. 
   I cooked a huge Lasagna expecting at least a dozen men.  
They didnôt all come.  But we certainly had food for the six that 
did come.  We loved them, served them, and built rapport with 
them.  We had lots left over.  The next morning Fran invited 
Hannah who asked three of her friends for dinner.  It is always 
a delight to interact with those yet to know Christ.  Oh, we still 
had lots left over. 

   Big news  I have been with Campus Crusade for 31 years, 

Fran for 20 years.  It has been a great experience, but now it is 
time to make a change.  We are leaving the staff of Campus 
Crusade, but will continue in our ministry right here at U. 
Maine.  It is difficult to put down on paper that we are leaving 
staff.  We used to joke about leaving, but we never thought we 
would.  The past several years we have not fit well in Crusade.  
Crusade is asking staff to have a wider spread of ministry that 
will result in less personal evangelism and discipleship. 
   We love what we do and we are motivated by the kind of 
experiences mentioned in the first paragraph.  So the question 
became, how can we follow our calling in evangelism and dis-
cipleship and stay at the University of Maine where we have 
an enormous investment of time and relationships. 
   We looked within Crusade and at three other opportunities.  
Each had positive and negative aspects.  After wise counsel 
and prayer for the past two years, we finally decided to go with 
the non-profit organization we had started, Life Ministries.  
Even with the extra paper work we think it will free us to spend 
greater time with students.  Our leadership has been gracious 
and allowed us to be on campus while making the transition off 
staff.  Our official departure date will be sometime in the 
spring, but we are changing the finances and giving as we go 
along. 
   Joyful Prayer  Merry Christmas.  Our prayer for you is that 
God bless you more abundantly in the year to come than ever 
before.  Pray for our needs and family as we transfer to Life 
Ministries.  We love you. 
 
3.  John Rankin ðTheological Education Institute, Harford, CT 
   John has a blog site that he is updating regularly.  Just click 
on www.johnrankin.org and the blog is in the upper left.  Some 
recent postings: 
 A.  Jeremiah Wright forum 
 B.  Same-Sex Marriage and Honest Communication 
                     (Mars Hill Forum #138) 
 C.  Hate Speech and Hate Crimes:  What is the Real-
ity? 
                     (Mars Hill Forum #137) 
 D.  If there is a God, Why Does Evil Exist? 
 E.  Charles Darwinôs Origional DishonestyðFear of a 
Level Playing Field 
   Mars Hill Forum #140 was held on February 13th.  The topic 
was:  ñDarwin and the Days of Creation: What are the Issues?  
Six 24-Hour Days or Something Else?ò  John presented the 
Framework Structure view of Genesis 1.  He debated with Tim 
Chaffee of Midwest Apologetics, who defended the Young 
Earth view of Genesis1.  Several blogs were posted on this 
subject leading up to the forum.  Check it out! 

   Good news ðJohn has found a permanent location for his 

forumsðthe South Congregational Church in Hartford.  He 
says, ñwhat a wonderful blessing and freedom we now have 
with a regular facility that seats 740 people.ò 

Information about our Outreach Part-
ners is not to be posted or circulated 
electronically.  



  

 

Here is a recent letter from Patricia of Uganda, the Missions Ministryôs sponsored child (also see pictures on the Missions bul-
letin board downstairs):  
 

 January 6, 2009 
I greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Praise the Lord!  I take this opportunity to thank the 

Lord for enabling us to end the year successfully.  And we should not take it for granted because it has been 
a long journey up to this time.  My friends and parents are also greeting you and they love you too. 

I was so glad for the Christmas gift you sent to me which was 23,000 shillings.  I bought a skirt and 
blouse.  And I pray the Lord our giver may bless you abundantly and more from where you got.  I was very 
smart as you will see on the photo.  But also what was bad, I fell sick.  I didnôt enjoy very well as I expected.  
But above all, I thank God to see that I am still alive and I am getting well. 

Thanks for the letter and the question you asked me.  We use the goat for meat and money but there are 
other goats which are used for milk and cheese and they are not common and hence expensive in terms of 
cost. 

I also thank you very much for praying for me because I joined senior three.  I will not get tired to say 
thank you for your support and love you really show me because you have helped and supported me in the 
way I cannot tell.  But I will keep on praying for you so that the living God Almighty, bless you abundantly and 
bless the work of your hands. 

I have a memory verse for you from James 1:9-26 but mostly I like verse 16 because when I read it, there 
is the way I fell in my heart and it guides me to keep on trusting the Lord. 

Greet all your friends there and remind them that I still love them so much and I pray for them too. 
I wish you the best in this new year and I pray that the Almighty guide us to end it successfully. 
Stay blessed 

 
 
 

OTHER MISSIONS NEWS 
 

The Missions Ministry prepared and hosted its second Emmaus Shelter dinner on February 
15th.  We again had the expert culinary advice and assistance of Diana and Eric Novella and 
the meal was another complete success.  We served supper and then stayed to eat and share 
with the Emmaus residentsða real blessing for us!  We plan to do this quarterlyðnext time in 
Mayðand we welcome anyone from the congregation who would like to help.  See any Mis-

sions Ministry member to volunteer.  A thank -you card from the folks at Emmaus is on the Missions bulletin 
board downstairs.  

 
 
 
 

 
UPCOMING MISSIONS DATES 

 

1. March 14thðCompassion Tea, 2:00 p.m.  Write to a sponsored child.   

2. March 22ndðSam Leonardi teaching Adult Sunday School and sharing a Mis-
sions Moment during worship. 

3. April 18th ðCompassion Saturday potluck supperðshare pictures and stories 
of your sponsored child. 



 

   

A COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL TEA  
Saturday, March 14th at 2:00 PM 

 
This will be a time to improve our letters to our sponsored children.  We will 
share ideas and learn more about Compassion while enjoying fellowship 

with each other.  ALL are welcome.   Whether you sponsor a child or not, we all sponsor Leancia in 
Haiti and Patricia in Uganda.  All of us love to receive more than one letter, so come help! 
 

Please bring postcards, cards, writing paper and sponsor numbers. 
 

 

COMPASSION BULLETIN BOARD  
 

Look for the bulletin board labeled Compassion downstairs in the Fellowship Hall.  

This is being offered as a spot to display our sponsored children.  It will be an encour-
agement for us to remember to pray for the children as well as for the organization it-
self. 
 
Please bring to church a picture of your sponsored child or children.  Attach their 
names, their countries and your name.  Give these to Mary Anna Fox. 
 
Thank you for your participation! 
 

 

P.O.Y.C. (Pronounced ñpoi-kò) 
 

 If you happen to be at the church on either the first Saturday or third Friday of the month, you might notice a group of 
people eating, laughing, playing games and having a great time together.  This would be the óP.O.Y.K.ô group.  What? 
Let me explainé 

Well, the acronym does a little of the describing. It stands for Parents Of Young Children, a group formed by 

Erin Ritter and Kari Reed.  They saw a need, both in themselves and for the community, for fellowship. As everyone 
knows, couples who have young children are in a season in life where adult fellowship is few and far between.  So what 
did they doéThey formed POYC! 

Twice a month families gather for a potluck-style dinner. This past year the group decided to go ñaround the world.ò That 
meant that each dinner was themed by country.  So we had an American style BBQ when we were in the USA, Spa-
ghetti, lasagna and a lot of garlic in Italy, and when we went to Turkey, well we had a big turkey dinner (who knows what 
they actually eat in Turkey?!) 

Other countries visited include Israel, the orient, Spain, even a trip down into Africa (that was interesting). People have 
really gotten into it and go online to find authentic recipes from the country. We have even done some different themes 
such as an óall-red foodô for Valentines Day and recently we had a Mardi Gras with an authentic King Cake! 

After dinner the kids go into the back rooms and play and watch a movie and this affords the adults some much needed 
time to play games or just talk. The group has grown over the months from just 3-4 families into at times 8-10 families 
(35-50 people!!). It has also become apparent to the SWHCC families that the Lord has other plans for this group than 
just Christian fellowship. There are many families who come that are totally unchurched.  It has turned into a wonderful 
*ñgreen-spaceò opportunity. 

So please keep this new activity in your prayers. Not only that the fellowship would be satisfying and fun, but that rela-
tionships would be forged so that the Gospel could be shared in love with gentleness and respect (1 Peter 3:15). 

 

*Part of SWHCC vision. Think of Christians as the color yellow and unbelievers as blue, we want to create events where those two 
colors (people) mingle, creating green-space and opportunities to share the Gospel. 



  

 

News From the Den  
 

Youth ministry is busy! Thereôs always something exciting happening. Itôs been a while since Iôve updated you all on what the 
youth at this church do with our time. Where to start? 
 

 Hmmé why donôt I give you the calendar? Itôs posted on our website, but just in case you havenôt 
checked it lately: 
 

 Deeper Well  
When: Wednesdays, 6PM to 8PM                                   Where: At the Church 
Ages: 11 through 19 
Bring: $3 
Did you know that the Bible, as big as it is, is just one big story? Join us as we dance around, nosh, rock 
out, and learn about Godôs great story. Come see how you fit iné 

 

 Deeper than Deeper  
When: Saturdays, 6PM to 9PM                                       Where: At the Church 
Ages: 13 through 19 
Bring: Something to Share 
So these stories weôre going through on Wednesdays have given you an itch to learn more. Want help scratching? Weôll pro-
vide coffee and hot cocoa, you bring the bagels, pastries, and doughnuts and weôll hunker down for some good Q and A, 
deep discussion, and maybe a game or two. Come prepared to think, think, think! 
 

 Movie Night  
When: Friday, March 13, 6PM to 9PM                             Where: At the Church 
Ages: 13 through 19 
Bring: Soda 
Do you like larger than life? Now you can experience it! Weôll pop some corn and enjoy a movie on the big screen. No paus-
ing for bathroom breaks, so PB4UGO. 
 

 Potluck ðThe kids are encouraged to join in the church fellowship potlucks.  
Bring: Your Family and a Dish to Share 
 

 Pool Sharking  
When: Friday, March 6

th
 and 27

th
, 5:30PM to 10PM         Where: Meet at Harbor House 

Ages: 15 through 19 (March 6
th
), and 11 through 14 (March 27

th
) 

Bring: $8, money for Dennyôs food, and Tasty Snacks for Chaz 
Okay, hereôs the deal: Chaz thinks he can whip anyone in pool. Make him put his money where his mouth is (figuratively!) ï 
pride does, after all, come before a fall. Afterwards, weôre off to Dennyôs to eat all the grease in Ellsworth. The question is, 
are you man (or woman) enough? 
 

 Great Skating at Great Skates  
When: Wednesday, March 18

th
, 4:30PM to 10:30PM        Where: Meet at Harbor House 

Ages: 11 through 19 
Bring: $20 and Tasty Snacks for Chaz 
Too cold outside to play, too dark to see? Donôt worry ï Great Skates in Bangor is the place for winter fun! We leave Harbor 
House at 4:30PM and wonôt be back until 10. While weôre out, weôll nosh at Taco Bell/KFC, skate to our heartôs content, and 
maybe get a game of laser tag in. Seating is limited, so sign up today! 
 

 Jews for Jesus Seder  
When: Monday, March 23

rd
, 6PM to 8:30PM 

 

 We are certainly a busy group! And we could certainly use your help.  We need the following:  
 Rides   home from youth group on Wednesdays and Saturdays 

 to and from Rollerskating on Wednesday, March 18
th
 from 4:30PM to 10PM 

 to and from Pool Sharking on Friday, March 6
th
 and 27

th
 from 5:30PM to 10PM 

Food on Wednesdays and Saturdays  
picked up     cooked      served 

Set Up/Clean Up on Wednesdays, Saturdays, and some Fridays  
Hands -On Volunteers for ANY and ALL Things  

Run Games     Help with Discipline    Aid in Discussions/Lessons     Bring Music 
Babysitting Children  

Mine (So Kari Can Come)         Kirkôs (So Kirk Can Come) 
 

 This is an open invitation to any who would like to help in any way . If you have any ideas on how you may like 
to contribute, please let me know! Working with youth is very rewarding, but it takes more than a lone ranger ï it takes a 
community of believers. The work is plenty, but the laborers are few. Hey, maybe you could, in your special way, be num-
bered among our few! Letôs talk about it. 
Treasuring the Triune and Living God as He Graciously Enables Us to Glorify and Enjoy Him ,  Chaz Reed  244-0210 



 

   

FROM THE HYMN CORNER   
MARCH 2009  
SANDY JOHNSON  

 

Michael W. Smith -also known as ñSmittyò 

Musician/Author/Co-Pastor/Founder/ Philanthropist/Actor/Service/Activist 

For Marchôs Hymn Corner, I selected a younger person, Michael W. Smith, who has ministered to many 
through a multitude of his songs of praise to our Lord.  After studying several resources, I have found 
that Michaelôs big heart for God has not only inspired him to write and sing MANY great contemporary 
praise songs for God, he also has a real burden for missions and the growth of Church throughout the 
world! 

Born October 7, 1957, in Virginia, to Paul and Barbara Smith, Michael was a typical boy involved with baseball 
(developed from his father), his familyôs church activities and played the piano. Writing his first song at five years old, he 
gave his heart to Christ at ten, which he calls óan intense spiritual experienceô that led to his becoming a devout Christian 
as a teenager, involved in a Bible study with a group of older friends who shared his same excitement.  When his friends 
said ógood-byeô, moving away to college, Michaelôs life spiraled downward with feelings of loneliness and alienation 
which led to his involvement with alcohol and drugs. He dropped out of Marshall University in West Virginia after a few 
semesters, and moved to Nashville, to pursue a music career, playing with several local bands in the Nashville club 
scene. Marrying his ólove at first sightô girlfriend, Deborah Davis in 1958, they have been blessed with five children. 

 Since ñFailure is not final!ò in November of 1979, Michael recommitted his life to Christ after suffering a breakdown. The 
next day he auditioned for ñHigher Groundò, as a keyboardist and landed a job. After his first tour with this group, playing 
mostly in churches, with the Lordôs help, Smith finally was able to put the drugs and alcohol behind him. In 1981, he be-
came a song writer for Meadowgreen Music, being very successful writing gospel hits for Sandi Patty, Kathy Troccoli, Bill 
Gaither and Amy Grant, including touring with Amy Grant. In 1983, Michael made his very first record, called the 
ñMichael W. Smith Project.ò Michael wrote all of the music and Debbie, his wife, wrote the lyrics. His most recent al-

bum, along with the African Childrenôs Choir, will be released this month, ñA New Hallelujah.ò 

 In 1999, Michael and Debbie started a prayer group which had been meeting at their farm and grew to the ñNew River 
Fellowshipò church. Revealing his faith and sincerity with his ómission heartô, he is involved with groups such as Com-
passion International (for 20 years),  Third-World countries and DATA (Debt AIDS Trade Africa).  Making many trips 
with Compassion, Michael says he has witnessed Christian work having a great impact in some of the most physically 
needy countries. ñYou can see famine and starvation,ò he says, ñand then inside this devastating place, all of a sudden 
thereôs this church. Itôs like a little light bulb in the middle of a dark place, and it shines pretty bright. Itôs very encourag-
ing.ô He also has a real burden to support and inspire people in their work for God, such as the Vice Chair of the Presi-
dentôs Council on Service and Civic Participation. (I have searched without success this website to find out if President 
Obama is continuing this organization began by past President George W. Bush.) 

With all of my research on Michael, I am finding that he is more concerned about others than himself. A note from an 
article regarding an interview with Michael in the February 2007 IN TOUCH, by Charles Stanley states: ñI am concerned 
that people donôt understand how much God loves them, and, therefore, donôt know how to share the love of Christò. 
ñWhen Believers understand how much they are loved by God, they will start figuring out ways to serve Christ, and the 
Church will change the world, by believing Godôs Promises, allowing the freedom of the Holy Spirit to do a great work in 
their hearts, as well as in the hearts around them with the spiritual gifts that God lovingly bestows.ò ñThe Church needs to 
be serving in the worldwide community, showing the love of Christ to all people.ò 

For all of Michaelôs accomplishments, his involvement with church and missions, his leadership in his local church body, 
being an artist, author and a record label executive, Michael sums up his life as this, ñto be remembered as a God-

fearing man who loved his wife and kids well.ò 

One of my favorite recordings of Michael W. Smithôs is ñAncient Wordsò which we have sung at SWHCC. Oh how we 
need those ñHOLY and Ancient Wordsò every day of our lives!  

Chorus:  
ñAncient words ever true 
Changing me, and changing 
you.  
We have come with open 
hearts  
Oh let the ancient words im-
part.ò 

ñHoly words of our faith 
Handed down to this age.  
Came to us through sacrifice  
Oh heed the faithful words of Christ.ò 
 
ñHoly words long preserved 
For our walk in this world.  
They resound with god's own heart  
Oh let the ancient words impart.ò 
 
We have come with open hearts  
Oh let the ancient words impart  

ñHoly words long preserved 
For our walk in this world,  
They resound with god's own 
heart  
Oh, let the ancient words impart.ò 
 
ñWords of life, words of hope 
Give us strength, help us cope  
In this world, where e'er we roam  

Resources: Michael W. Smith website: http://www.michaelwsmith.com/biography 71;  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_W._Smith#Early_life 
ñIn Touchò, February 2007, pages 34-26, Charles Stanley, Atlanta, GA, with permission from: Permis-
sions@intouch.org ï Joey Tindell, In Touch Minsitries/Permission 

http://www.michaelwsmith.com/biography%2071
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_W._Smith#Early_life
mailto:Permissions@intouch.org
mailto:Permissions@intouch.org


  

 

Womenôs Fellowship 
 
 

 Our newly-reorganized Womenôs Fellowship group is thriving, with well-attended, interest-
ing gatherings in January and February. 
 
Our next meeting will be March 11th at 10:00 a.m. at Kay Woodyôs home (snow date 
March 18th, same time and location).  We will begin with some praise music, followed by 

our programðòChristian Humor for Mud Season. ò 
 
Weôll be seeing a video by Christian comedian Ken Davis.  Ken delivers an uplifting and encouraging, humor-filled 
presentation to help us find the missing gusto in our lives (pretty necessary in Maine in the middle of March!).  He 
gives no promises of health, wealth or perfectionðjust an honest look at the Christian life.  Weôre invited to live with 
ñNothing to Prove, Nothing to Hide, and Nothing to Lose!ò  
 
After the program and a time of prayer we will continue fellowship for those who are able to stay longer by having 
lunch together.  Bring a sandwichðbeverages and dessert will be provided. 
 
We welcome everyone.  If youôve never been, give it a try!  Young moms, there will be a lot of grandmothers to help 
with your kids!  If you need directions to Kay Woodyôs house, call 244-9469.  The address is 70 Burnt Hill Road in 
Tremont. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Dinner Wish List for Westside Food Pantry  
 

Canned Hams (1-3 lb.) 
Canned Green Vegetables 
Canned Yellow Vegetables 
Canned Fruit 
Boxed Cake Mixes 
Frosting 
Chocolate Bunnies (for each child, in the family) 
 
 Also nice to have:  
Stuffing Mix 
Canned Chicken Broth 
Cranberry Sauce 
 

 Checks, money and Hannaford Gift Cards are also very helpful towards the purchase of the perishable items 
(chickens, potatoes and carrots).  Please make checks out to St. Saviourôs Church and make note for Easter 
Dinners, on the memo line.  
 
 Donated items (excluding checks, money, and gift cards) can be deposited in the basket at the back of the sanctu-
ary at SWHCC.  Please turn all money and gift card donations in to the church office.  The Westside Food Pantry will 
pick up all collected items on Sunday, April 5.  
 

 Thank you for helping your friends and neighbors.  
 



 

   


