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So, for our little idyllic is-
land, this fire is a distant
memory. But | would like
to talk to you about an-
other fire, a different type
of fire, that is still raging on
this island, killing people

. — each week. A fire that, like
its counterpart in 1947, rages Iargely unseen, underground, out-of-sight.
MEMORY VERSE These flames do not burn the skin, but consume the soul. | am talking about

OF THE MONTHI! the fire of sin.

The man without the Spirit does
not accept the things that come
from the Spirit of God, for they | By your many sins and dishonest trade you have desecrated your sanc-

In Ezekiel 28:18, God is condemning the city of Tyre for her sinfulness. Once
a bastion of God, it got entangled in such sin that Yahweh says the following:

are foolishness to him, and he tuaries. So | made a fire come out from you, and it consumed you,
cannot understand them, be- and | reduced you to ashes on the ground
cause they are spiritually dis-

cerned. The Scriptures go out of their way to make the point that sin, if not dealt with,

means deat h. Here in Ezekiel it is |shown
letter to the Corinthian church, he relates it in another way, stating that the
sting of death is sin (1 Cor 15:56). In other words, sin is inevitably deadly.

| Corinthians 2:14
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That understanding of sin is the foundational belief of our
vision at Southwest Harbor Congregational Church
(ARescue t h)eas dmvéyadgird our vision picture
(below). If you remember, the flames are symbolic of sin. As
you can see, the building is consumed by sin just as this
world is. Ephesians 2:1-3 reminds us:

As for you, you were dead in your transgres-
sions and sins, in which you used to live when
you followed the ways of this world and of the
ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is
now at work in those who are disobedient. All of
us also lived among them at one time, gratifying
the cravings of our sinful nature and following
its desires and thoughts.

According to Scripture, sin is the rule, not the exception!
And here is the big difference between our vision picture
and real-
ityéPeopl
not know they
are in danger of
being consumed
by itt They do
not know they
are in mortal
danger. They do
not know that
they are in a per-
ilous  situation.
Just as the fire in
1947, sin goes
largely unseen,
unnoticed, unfelt
by people

| would like to
take a cue from
Mrs. Gilbert
those many
years ago and make a call to you personally to drop what
you are doing and start fighting the fire of 2009. It may
make you uncomfortable to presume and tell people about
the cure for sin found in Jesus Christ. It may make you un-
comfortable to approach people and tell them they are in
danger. You might feel like you are barging into their lives
with the Gospel of salvation. If so, it might help you to think
of sharing Christ with peopl

Imagine you are walking down the street when you notice
that a house is on fire. You run up and look in the window
and find that a family of 4 is enjoying a quiet evening to-
gether; sitting and reading, watching TV, and cleaning up
after dinner. They have no idea that the right side of their
home is engulfed in flames. They are oblivious to the mortal
danger they are in! You burst through the front door and
they are initially alarmed and then actually angered that you
have disturbed their peace and quiet. You begin to tell them
of the fire, but they do not believe you. You finally convince
them to get out and take a look and once they do, they are
incredibly grateful, thanking you again and again.

This is the perspective you have to have in mind when shar-
ing the Gospel. People will initially feel as though you have

barged in on their peaceful, quiet, perfect life. Some might
even feel disturbed and possibly angered that you presume
to know of a danger that they are quite unaware of. But
once you show them the danger they are in, they will be
eternally grateful that you did burst through the door of their
lives and offer them salvation!

Pastor B I

Helps for Worship #15:
Prayer of Confession Part |

William Shishko

"Woe is me, for | am undone! Because | am a man of unclean
lips, and | dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for
my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts." (Isa. 6:5)

All worship has three basic parts. In the first, we consciously
and thoughtfully come before the Lord, knowing that he prom-
ises to be with us as we are gathered in his name (see Matt.
e 18:20)dImthe third (and, by far, the longest part of worship), we
sit in the presence of God and hear his Word read and
preached. Before we can do that, however, there is the all-
important "middle" part of worship: our confession of sin.

In the Bible, confession of human sin, failing, and weakness is
the invariable response when people come into the presence
of God. After God describes and displays his glory to Job,
Job's response is, "I have heard of You by the hearing of the
ear, but now my eye sees you. Therefore | abhor myself, and
repent in dust and ashes" (Job 42:5-6). And, lest we think that
this dynamic changes in the New Testament, when the apostle
John found himself in the presence of the exalted Jesus Christ,
the God-man, he "fell at His feet as dead" (Rev. 1:17).

The same pattern is found in Isaiah 6. Isaiah is in the presence
of the holy God (vss. 1-4). His response is a heartfelt confes-
sion of his own sin and of the sin of his people (vs. 5). This
confession and an object lesson in forgiveness of sins (vss. 6-
7) precede lIsaiah's reception of the word of God from the
Lord's mouth (vss. 8-13).

Our sinful human nature demands this order when we know
that we are in the presence of God. We must be cleansed from
our sins before we are fit to receive God's word for the good of
our souls. In the corporate confession of sin in public worship,
we are led by the minister (who, at that point, speaks on behalf
of the congregation to God) in confessing our sins before a
holy God and begging for his mercy on us. How thankful we
should be that there is forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ, so
ethrﬂ we pright worghip gng serve God with clear consciences
and pure hearts (Ps. 130:4).

For Reflection

Do you feel the need to confess your sins when you come
into God's presence in personal and corporate worship?

Would you feel that something is missing in worship if there
were not a time of confession of sin? Why or why not?

The author is pastor of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Franklin Square, New
York. Reprinted from New Horizons, February 2007.

#f/w};n////

ak e



way, we were thrilled that as far as we know there was not a
believer among the group...yet.

Friday the 27th Doug left for Mexico with a group of 13
students from campus. He is asking God to allow him to chat
with each person about the Lord. He returns the 12th of
March. Please pray for Doug to have significant conversations
about Jesus with each student. Please pray for Fran and the

A o o \ boys.

TT\T PARAGAGASASABAG A AG A A IS AR A A A W The transition to Life Ministries from Campus Crusade
 Information about our Outreach Part- > has been going well. Even though for January we have been
 ners is not to be posted or circulated > working for and are being paid by Life Ministries, March 2nd is

our last official day with Campus Crusade. Most of the admin-
istrative procedures and computer systems are in place thanks

 electronically.

S

PATRAGIA SO ACIA SR ATA A A A A A A A A A S A gk g to Fran. | am amazed how she does this and home schools

the boys. Almost every donor has agreed to transfer their sup-

The Outreach Ministry port to Life Ministries. We are still in the process of helping

many resume their regular contributions. Our hearts continue

Here is the news from our outreach partners this month to be full of thanks to the Lord for His miraculous provision for

us though you and others like you.

1. Doug & Fran Palmeter § Life Ministries, U.Maine Campus, 2. John Rankin & Theological Education Institute, Harford,
Orono CT

Dear Friends,

| felt a buzz in my pocket, it was a
text message. Students text even in class,
| know because | receive texts from them.
| checked the message; Pat was asking to
chat with me because he was not doing ternational homosexual-rights spokes-

ell. He felt | was safe. Pat is not a be- person. Here are
liever. Why would Pat ask me this? thoughts from recent emails:

As we mentioned about 6 months (|5 1S TIMELY3 PLEASE READ AND PRAY!)
ago, we have been trying to start a mentor-
ing program with athletes on campus and We are truly living in dangerous times, where the cur-
kids in town. This would involve us in the rent political powers in the United States are mounting a his-
lives of non believers for an extended pe- torically unprecedented assault against religious, political and
riod of time as we mentor them and they pass it on to the kids. economic liberty.

Pat, with the coachO0s appr oV arheansi& & ndt Repolicanpéiticsd ersud Demos
of his time. During that time we talked of life, God, and how to ratic politics, but the answer is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
help the kids. Pat then s pemHe trde Eofifift isMobt thé Defhdtrtic fattydiérsus the Wépgbn P
difficulties came, it was natural for us to chat. lican party, but it is Big Daddy Government versus Our Heav-

Justin gave me 12 hours. | hooked him up with Jesse enly Father.
and the two had a wonderful time. In fact, Justin spent over This nationés politics are
the allotted time and continued to meet with Jesse. Justin and The agenda by many in political power is to restrict the
I chatted over lunch and then we went to set up a base ball religious, political and economic liberty of Christians to be fully
clinic in town. biblical.

Jesus seemed to have had non-believers all around Pending fhate speecho and
him. 1 think especially of the parties he used to attend. We will do exactly thatd penalizing the freedom to dissent from an
just try to be involved i n Bnpdsetl pamdeug/homdsexalsworlavie. t hem wi t h
There are three terribly important things for us to do to see Hate speech and hate crimes legislation also opposes
students come to Christ; pray, share the gospel, and relation- the First Amendment, while we who are Christian want to see
ship. We |ike to think of reelliees,ilipetieshdn® propériied 6fr al peoflel profettaic e
How many hours have we been face-to-face with students this equallyd but without the folly of saying some speech and
week? crimes are fAhatefuld and some

Well, a couple weeks ago found us cleaning and cook- that dehumanizes another person is a manifestation of hate,
ing like crazy to have some of that face time. We borrowed but law applies only to actions, and not to setting up lawmak-
chairs and tables from the t ce@Asgod¥y® judgé tALchEnian HedrtU AsiésusS@dMdiree iC | U
out of Italian bread, and we had to find our 25 quart pot. We judged by its fruit.
asked ourselves more than once if everyone would fit, 38 men This issue is one of the most dangerous assaults
were coming for dinner. It all worked out. They truly had a on religious liberty . In other nations, and around the edges
good time. The result? Love communicated, relationships here in the United States, the mere mention of how the Bible
started, and future conversations practically assured. By the says no to homosexual actions has been classified as a hate

Johnos mo st rece
Forum (March 19th) was entitled
AfiHomosexuality, Hat e
Hate Crimes. .. What a
He debated with Brent Scarpo, an in-



crime. One man was fined in Canada for taking out a newspaper ad quoting the Bible in opposition to homosexuality.
One pastor in Europe was jailed for preaching against homosexuality in the pulpit.
At the state and federal levels, the politics of the day are ramping up new hate crimes legislation. A newly pro-
posed Connecticut law would impose this upon small businesses of only three employees.
Now, as Thomas Jefferson said, the law applies to actions not opinions (or thoughts). All people should be
held fully accountable if they injure the lives, liberties or properties of other people. Periodd no matter who they are.
But to assign a |legal penalty to fAhatedo merely all ows
disagree. Who defines what hate is? Who can peer into the human soul and make such a judgment? God alone.
This is why law applies to actions, to deeds. Hate crimes legislation is a recipe for increasing tyranny in a nation that
once was free.
In my 2004 Mars Hill Forum at Smith College, this angle was used to say that my mere opposition to
same-sex marriage fAdenigratedd homosexual persons. ,gahthe car
context, see this actual exchange toward the end, and how | answered it.
The answer is in the Gospel ministering to the souls of hurting people who seek to take false refuge in hate
crimes legislation.
[go to www.youtube.com in the search bar type in teinetwork]




COMPASSION POTLUCK
We really should be called a Compassion International church! At last count we spon-
sor a total of 36 Compassion children, our own Mary Anna Fox is a Compassion Advocate, and
both Mary Anna and Josh Williams have been on Compassion overseas trips to visit their spon-

sored kids. Coming up at our April 18th Saturday potluck

with Compassion! The potluck supper will be from 6p.m.d 7p.m. (bring salad, main dish, or des-

sert). At the 7 p. m. program wedl |l be inspired by a C
pointing where our children live and sharing stories and pictures of them. Packets of children currently needing adoption
wi || be avail abl e. Come prepared to share about your
Compassion together!

News from our Compassion Advocate
GOOD NEWS: March 11th Compassion held a one-day radio campaign to raise awareness and funds for the
606Gl obal F oThalgoaCwas ® raise $& milliond a challenge in these economic timesd but in fact over $3.1 million
dollars was raised! Praise God. Over 2000 children were also sponsored. This should really embolden us to step out in
faith and expectancy as we seek opportunities for Compassion Sundays and other speaking opportunities. God is still in
the business of moving peoples hearts to care for the poor, and he invites you and | to play a key role in that process.

omp :

chil

AHe raises the poor from the dust, He | ifts the needy frol
herit a seat of honor. o

Here are some ministry highlights that are evidence of

46,125 registered Compassion children invited Jesus Christ to be their personal savior during our second quarter
(Oct-Dec 08)!

Rwandabés Leadership Development Pr ogr anmthélargeBtopeting slassh o w
ever! Many of these brave students survived the Rwanda gE¢€
for their future.

In Ethiopia, 22 LDP students recently graduated, and 20 of them are already employed!

The Child Survival Program (CSP) increased enrollment from 12,775 to 14,999 mothers and their babies. More
than 400 CSP caregivers committed their lives to Christ in the last quart alone!

Many of our international partners are seeing amazing growth. Compassion Korea has experienced a 38 percent
net growth in child sponsorships!

As part of this Compassion family, weobdbre privileged to

We see children being released from poverty, many soaring to amazing places in this world, influencing and changing
their world. Occasionally, we are honored and privileged to hear or see a personal story such as that of Cecilia, whom
God has raised from the dust and now has her in a seat of honor.

Cecilia Anyango, a former Kenyan LCP student, graduated from Nairobi University with honors. In addition, she
won a scholarship for the best African female scholar. Currently, Cecilia is pursuing her post graduate training at the Ad-
bus Salam International Center for Theoretical Physics (ICTP) in Trieste, Italy which will lead to the attainment of her
masterbés and PhD degrees in Physics.



