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The Harbinger 
God Talk 

In our mission to Rescue the Dying , we recognize 
that we need to be sharing our faithébut how? Seem-
ingly there are hundreds of ñtechniquesò that herald 
success in evangelism if you follow these 4 steps or 
say these leading questions or know all the answers 
to all the hard issues. First, as we have stated so 
many times, God is not calling us to be successful, but 

simply faithful. When an opportunity presents itself, be willing to share 
Christ in whatever little way possible. Or as we have coined it, óstand on 
the side of Christ.ô  

Well, one way to do this is through something called ñGod Talk.1ò This has 
to do with the way we talk. All of us tend to alter our speech according to 
the person we are talking to. When inside the church it is easy to let words 
and phrases like God, Jesus, Lord willing, Iôll pray about it, born again, 
praise God, thank God and the like slip in and out of our conversations. 
But how about outside the doors of the church? Do we alter the way we 
talk when we are at our favorite lunch place or sailing with some friends or 
going to a movie with those who donôt know Christ? That is a challenge for 
all of us.  

I would like to encourage us all not to change the way we speak when out-
side the four walls of the church. Continue to óstand on the side of Christô 
in little ways such as when a person asks you about your future, end your 
answer with ñLord willing.ò When someone asks you what you did last 
weekend, include in your answer something that challenged you in the 
sermon. How about when someone shares a difficult time they are experi-
encing in their life, offer to pray for them (maybe right then and there!). Or 
how about just start using the words ôChristô or óJesusô instead of the ge-
neric óGodô that everyone uses. 

Another way to use óGod Talkô is in the manner of our speech. Scripture 
has a lot to say, not only about the words we say, but the way we say 
them. Our conversations should be gracious, seasoned with salt (Col 4:6); 
that there should be no obscenity, foolish talk or course joking (Eph 5:4) 
and instead of grumbling we should be marked out as people that are 
thankful (Col 3:15). Indeed, these are challenges for all of us because our 
culture around us is predominantly the opposite. How difficult is it not to 
laugh at a course joke on the golf course? How about the challenge in not 
joining the complaining about the weather, politics or even something hav-
ing to do with the church? And then there is the perspective that the Bible 
gives us to praise God for the difficulties in your life versus grumbling 
about them (James 1:2-5)! 

As you read this article, you might be saying to yourself, ñThis is a little 
overwhelming.ò I would like to encourage you to start small. Begin in safe 
environments; at church, with close Christian friends, etc. Begin to think 
through situations or places where you could use óGod Talkô so that the 
light of Christ may begin to shine into our dark world. 

                          Pastor Blake Brown 
1Article: Two Ways to Live, http://www.matthiasmedia.com.au/ 
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MEMORY VERSE  

OF THE MONTH! 

To prepare Godõs people for works of 

service, so that the body of Christ 

may be built up until we all reach 

unity in the faith and in the knowl-

edge of the Son of God and become 

mature, attaining to the whole meas-

ure of the fullness of Christ. Then we 

will no longer be infants, tossed back 

and forth by the waves, and blown 

here and there by every wind of 

teaching and by the cunning and 

craftiness of men in their deceitful 

scheming.                         Ephesians 4:12-14 
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Helps for Worship #18:  

Response of Praise 

William Shishko 

"I will greatly rejoice in the Lord ...for He has clothed me with the 

garments of salvation."     (Isaiah 61:l0) 

At no point in our worship should we do things thoughtlessly, 

simply "going through the motions." This is especially true in 

our singing. "Sing praises with understanding" (Ps. 47:7). "I 

will sing with the spirit [i.e., in the power of the Holy Spirit, 

filled with the Holy Spirit, from a heart made new by the Holy 

Spirit], and I will also sing with the understanding" (1 Cor. 

14:15). These are standing orders for the church in every 

age! 

It will help you to "sing with the understanding" when you 

consider the place and the purpose of each hymn (or psalm) in 

the liturgy, that is, the order of worship. In the first hymn, we 

approach God in praise for who he is and what he does or has 

done. In other hymns, we prepare for the ministry of the 

Word or respond to it. After our corporate confession of sin 

and the assurance of God's pardon, we respond with thanks 

for the amazing grace of God. God's person and works 

prompt us to praise, but his forgiving mercies toward us 

prompt our special praise. 

Think of this time as your response to receiving a new suit of 

clothes. You come before God "wretched, miserable, poor, ... 

and naked." (If you think that's an overstatement, read Reve-

lation 3:17!) You confess all of that as you are led by the 

minister in the corporate confession of sin. Then, in the assur-

ance of pardon, God, through the work of his Son, provides 

you with "white garments, that you may be clothed, that the 

shame of your nakedness may not be revealed" (Rev. 3:18). 

By grace, through faith, you have received a new suit of 

clothes! 

How do you feel when you have gone from "filthy rags" (Isa. 

64:6) to fresh, new, beautiful apparel? There is happiness and 

joy! You want to go out and show the world what you have 

received! 

That's the spirit of the response of praise following the assur-

ance of pardon. It ought to be the most intensely personal 

and joyous expression of praise in an entire worship service, 

because it expresses the most intensely personal and joyous 

blessing of the grace of God! 

For Reflection 

§ Are you just "going through the motions" as you sing in 

worship, or are you working to "sing with the understand-

ing"?  

§ Think of the hymn following the assurance of pardon. 

What about that hymn makes you well up with praise like 

a person with a new suit of clothes? 

 

The author is pastor of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Franklin Square, New 

York. Reprinted from New Horizons, May2007.   

 

The Outreach Ministry 

  

Outreach Partner news: 

 

1. Doug and Fran PalmeterñLife Ministries, UMO Campus 

 

Doug was one of the speakers at the June 20th Evangelism 

Conference.  It was great to see him and as usual we greatly 

appreciated his sharing of stories, insights, and enthusiasms. 

 From some recent correspondence:  

Doug had a wonderful time with you Saturday (June 20).  In 

fact, he said it has been a long time since he has seen God or-

chestrate such a harmony of different speakers.  He was very 

grateful to be a part of this. 

 

Doug also had a great time in Colorado training other campus 

ministers in small group dynamics, ministry philosophy, and 

evangelism.    

 

Please keep us in your prayers this summer as Doug meets with 

Eddie, a college student, who went to Mexico with the group.  

He is a quiet guy with no spiritual background.  Eddie will be 

around for part of the summer.  Pray that God continues to 

work in Eddieõs life.  Pray also for an International Group that 

we are asking the Lord to orchestrate for the summer (and 

maybe into next fall if He so chooses).  Pray for an alternative 

culture group to meet with us, and Doug as he continues to 

meet with athletes and coaches over the summer.  Pray for 

Godõs Spirit to work mightily to open hearts of these people. 

 

Family news: 

 

Zac (13) is becoming a young man.  We still have wonderful 

and open conversations, the kind one cherishes for life.  Josh 

(11) now has: 2 snakes, 1 snapping turtle, 3 gold fish, all the 

worms that go with the previous, 1 guinea pig and part of To-

bie (our dog).  The world according to Danny would always 

have friends over, always do what Zac and Josh do, and always 

have long bed time stories. 

 

2.  Sam LeonardiñHancock County Prison Ministry  

     an email of June 12: 

     It has been a very unsettling time in the Leonardi household 

since my layoff in January and I thank God for all of the prayers 

on our behalf.  I am glad to announce that I have been hired by 

the MDI Elementary School as a custodian and begin work on 

Wednesday the 17th of June. 

     The Lord has been so good to us even in these troubled 

times.  I have been able to put more time into the prison minis-

try than ever before.  I also have been able to keep my hands 

busy in helping others fix their boats.  Although, I will probably 

not volunteer to do tree work in the woods again for some 

time! 

     I just want to thank God and all who were praying for us 

during these troubled times.  To God I give the praise, honor 

and glory. 

 



 

   

AN UPDATE OF OUR COMPASSION CHILDREN 

The number of Compassion kids sponsored by people in our church grows every year.  We now sponsor a grand total of 38. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From our Compassion Advocate 

Mary Anna Fox     

 

This is an interesting letter from Mark Pellingra, a regional advocates director concerning his recent visit to Uganda where Patricia 

lives.  Patricia is supported by us through the Missions Ministry. 

 

Listen to my cry for help my King and my God, for to you I pray.  In the morning, O Lord, you hear my voice, 

in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation.ó  Psalm 5:2-3                     

  

Iôve just returned from being away the last 2 weeks for a mission trip in Uganda with a group of graduate stu-

dents from Baylor University.  This group of Baylor students had never visited a developing country before nor 

have they been exposed to poverty of such proportions.  It was a sobering experience for them that will no doubt 

change their lives in many profound ways.  A group of Leadership Development Students (LDP) accompanied 

us during our time in Uganda.  What a privilege to see these students working together alongside a group of our 

own Uganda LDP students!  What a joy it was for me to get to know these LDP students that are such great Im-

age Bearers of Christ!  One most enjoyable part of African culture is song and dance.  Among Christians, song  
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and dance has a very distinct and special appeal as voices echo in harmony while people move back and forth in  

perfectly synchronized rhythm.  Familiar worship songs sound altogether different when the words flow with con-

viction and cheerful expression.  There were also songs unfamiliar to me, songs that expressed reverence and 

meaningful gratitude for Christôs sacrificial love and atonement and even other songs that brought remembrance of 

where our ôHelpô comes from.  Even now I can hear the melodies!  These Ugandan students understand redemption 

better than I ever will.  Most of these students have lost one or both parents and many of them have been raised by 

neighbors or friends who took them in when they became orphans.  For some becoming a sponsored child was 

monumental because it saved their lives.  But now they find themselves studying at a university, healthy, happy and 

enjoying freedom in Christ.  At one point I asked by a show of hands how many of them had come to faith in Christ 

during the sponsorship program.  Almost every hand went up!  Touring Child Development Projects, the Baylor 

graduate students asked the LDP students, ñso you grew up like this?ò  They realized the power and opportunity 

given through the development program and saw the results staring back at them.  Thereôs nothing better for me 

than watching the switch go ôonô like that!  All of the students from Baylor were exemplary graduate students with 

lots of great education but what they learned during this experience helped shape each of them for a lifetime.  The 

reality is that most people will never go to Uganda.  The question remains, how will they learn about Godôs aching 

heart for the ôleast of theseô if they donôt see and experience it first hand? 
 

Years ago on my first trip to a developing country I was angry at what I  saw.  I remember shouting at God some-

thing like:  ñHow could this be?  Where are you right now? Do you care?ò  There was no answer.  Even weeks 

later, nothing!  The truth is that God does in fact care.  Thatôs one reason He saves ordinary people like you and 

me; itôs those He touches that He uses to reach out with the love of Christ and impact this world for eternity! 
 

LDP is a scholarship and mentoring program for very academically oriented Compassion students to go to college.     
 

 

Womenõs Fellowship 

 

Our Women's Fellowship for August will be on Wednesday, August 19, not August 12.  KBC (Kids' Bible 

Club) will be the week of August 10 - 14, and as many as can will be supporting that great program! 

If you missed the July meeting at Elaine Jenkins' house - with the program ''A Christian's Responsibility in a 

Political World'' presented by Elaine - you missed a wake-up call to take more interest in what's going on in 

US government; and how quite a few of us must stop being indifferent to current events; as well as learn-

ing to reach out in love to those whose opinions and life-choices are so different from our own.  We had chances to know one another 

better. Good discussion.!     

 

The theme of the August meeting is 'Psalms by the Sea'. Please come to read, or, even better, recite your favorite psalm or psalms on 

a lovely, sandy, private beach in Bernard, by personal invitation of the owner. We hope for a sunny, cloudless, 'bluebird' day!!! We 

will celebrate and glorify our God and His magnificent Creation. 

This is a great opportunity to include young mothers and young chil-

dren (or grandmothers with visiting grandchildren) so bring your sand 

buckets. In the event of rain , Dixie Carsey has graciously of-

fered the Bass Harbor Camp Ground sewing room as the alternate 

venue. (Call Elise, Mary, Kay or Kari for directions.) The time is 

10:00am.  Please bring a full picnic lunch, including drinks. 

Directions to the beach:  From Southwest Harbor, stay on Route 102 

bearing right at the sign for Bass Harbor. Continue past the turn for 

Bass Harbor and take the well-marked left turn to Bernard.  Drive 

1/2 mile and turn right on Lopaus Point Road.  Drive 1/2 mile to the 

driveway on the left marked 'Adams'.  

 


