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MEMORY VERSE

OF THE MONTH!

And as for you, brothers,

never tire of doing what is right.

Il Thessalonians 3:13
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The First Principle of ALPHA

derstand more about ALPHA in general. Several w
the core group that is organizing this islai®l outrea
sat through some video training by Nicky Gumble, t
of ALPHA internationally, in which he presented six

As the Alpha MDI course approaches, it is importa}\

to un-
eks ago,
h

e head
guiding

principles regarding Alpha. | found that all six principjes were

Scripturally based and relevant, but the first one is very encouraging to
since one of our main visions is

Nicky encouraged us that the ALPHA course is powerful and effecti

our church
OResc

e because

véngelism Most Effective through the Local Gramghof us are familiar With

or perhaps come from backgrounds where a traveling evangelist is us

people to Christ. This is a method that is deeply rooted if ¢bat8y revival-

ist tradition (a la Charles Finney, D.L. Moody, Billy Sunday and Billy

ed to bring

Graham)

where a particularly charismatic and eloquent speaker would come t¢ town and

great crowds would gather to hear him present the Gospel in a clear a
way and then call people to oOwa
Lord. Over the years, many, many people have come to trust Jesus
sonal savior through this method, praise God!

However, this particular method of evangelism comes with several diffig

nd winsome
I Kk the
S their per-

ulties which

Nicky says ALPHA overcomes. | think they makes sense, so here they gre:

1. The ALPHA experience is much more like the local church
OK why is this important? Well, think about it. A person that goes to a

sade hears thousands and thousands of people singing praise ck
hymnséThat is an amazing exper.i
sands and thousands of peopl e f3
silky smooth presentation of the

The person sees scores, perhaps hundreds of people going forwar
Christémiracul ous'! They are par

they come to SW Harbor Congregational Church where on a good Sun
ary we have 580 souls gathered. The point is that the disparity betwee

arge cru-
oruses and
ence!
I'1ing

Gospe
0 to accept
of S
jay in Janu-
h the ex-

periences are immense. The Alpha experience is much more like whatjchurch is for

the vast majority of people

2. Alpha mobilizes an army
By this, Nicky means that evangelism is not dependent on one person
everybody involved by way of t hg
mission (Matt 28:180) to apply to every believer, not just himself, not j
12, but each and every person.
3. Alpha is friendshipased
I think that mo s t

uttered.

al
i s

everyonetodm
|l mages ¢

Alpha gets
0OAIl pt
List the

par al
f host

evangel i smo

there is the added fear that they actually invite us in to explain the Gosjpel of Jesus

talk as fast as we can trying to engage the person in a Gospel discussici)n. And then

Call:(207) 244 5487 or

To contact the editor, Dori Williams:

Email: office@swhcc.com



Christ to theméAhhhh! Al p htlee preacténg efrine $Vore of &od have leeenvgiuatdeéd ar
portunity to invite those they know (and love!) to a relaxed estemed as the main means by which Christ feeds his fl
ning where a pleasant meal is served, a winsome vidaodisalls them to repentance and faith. During the Middl
watched and a small group discusses what they just Agas, the "Mass" replaced these elements of worship as

Sounds great, right? central focus of worship. The Protestant Reformers revivi
4. There are simply more opportunities since there atbe pattern of the ancient church and once again made tt

more churches reading and the preaching of the Word of God the prom
By this Nickyds point i s tndnbetemenhc @hristiae wocseip end on cr u
come to town, they simply ond6t that often. This is.
of Al p h and iishappening at literally thousands OT%roughout the wegk, we are bombarded with the contradi

churches here in America and around the world on an On%gmmons Of. mere hun:jar;] b?;\?gsd. V}/eGbgcfome con{usi
basis. There is more opportunity for people who have pimportant it Is to read the Word of God for ourselve:

heard the Gospel to hear it because there are more chu%’ﬂ& a_nd a_IsQ to read it in family worsfh_ip. But there is
doing Alpha locally something distinctly powerful when the minister of the Wor

reads the Word of God in worship, reminding us that ove
MDI is soon to add one more Alpha course to the digainst every word of man is a powerful anbalifging
(www.alphamdi.cpnWhat a great opportunity for you to fi-'Thus says the Lord!"
nally have a relatively #loreatening way to share Jesus witE :
- or Reflection
those around you. Are you willing to ask 5 people that you o _
know to one evening wher e Lt Ne Yoy Bangy fprtheepriigge of dearipg thg pure
life is presented? Word of God in your hearing during worship?
Pastor Bl ake B |2'0 9{1 time you worship, pray that God will make the reac
ing of the Word of God powerful to convert and to sanctify

g EA g EA g ﬁ& g  those who hear it.

The author is pastor of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Franklin Square, N
York. Reprinted froiew Horizon©ctober 2007.

Helps for Worship #22:
Scripture Reading The Outreach Ministry  ¢® ﬂ.?
William Shishko AN, @
"Give attention to reading .(1 Tim. 4:13) Here is November news from som % 2

-t
"We all too easily take for granted the privilege of havingPifeCutreach Partners: L =
very WorQS of G_od given to us in the Bible. "Thgs SaYsl.tthouq & Fran Palmeiet. ife Mir
Lord" or its equwalent_s are used _hundreds (_)f times in th?stries, Orono Campus, Unive
Old Testament to remind us that, in Holy Scripture, we areys maine
not reading the words of mere men, but the word of God. In
the New Testament, the written words of the apostles@@8 is using Doug in the lives of many students. Just 2 d:
equated with Scripture (see 2 Pete®836)5thus confirm- 290 he sat down in the union and ended up in a friendly dis
ing their uniqueness as inspired by God (2 TidlB:16 sion with apout _3 tables of_studen_ts (over 12 guys and gal
God's people are never to forget that one of their gredM&ny j oined in just becaus
benefits is to have the word of God (Deut. 4:8; Rogn. 3Wanted.
2).

\\\\\ [} I/}
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We would love to give you some specific names to continu
That being the case, God has always made provision thgidyisfor. Please pray for Justin, Carlos, and Keith. Car
word be read publicly in the gatherings of his people ight be a believer, but Keith and Justin, as far as Doug «
Josh. 8:3835; 2 Kings 23:2; Neh. 9:3). In the New Testatell, are not. Please pray especially for these three and for tl
ment, the apostle Paul specifically required this of yauaghbers of Sig Ep (the fraternity Doug works in): Pat, D
minister Timothy (and, hence, of all ministers following Bg)Owen.

by telling him to "give attention to reading” (I Tim. 4:13hank youfor all your love and support of us and the ministry
Most commentators agree that this does notreferto Tigjgge s ee God at wor k al most
thy's personal reading of the Scriptures (although he g&@fd not do this work without you.

also to give attention to that, so that he would be "rightly

dividing the word of truth” [2 Tim. 2:15]), but rathertohBondt forget to pray for t|
public reading of the Word of God in the gathered as$@n-to hear from this month:

blies of God's people. Sam LeonafidHancock County Prison Ministry

_ _ John RankinTheological Education Institute, CN
Throughout the history of the church, both the reading and


http://www.alphamdi.com

~

,-::5"“__5 Chrlsm]as Dondt thatdahe gpectal offering envelope in your
£ Faith Promise Packet, which is lab®l&le c e mb e r
= ’ ; O er]I]g Chr i sisveg spécial indeed. The funds collected fror

this offering will be equally divided among our eight Qutreac
Partners. This has been an especially difficult year for all
them, with the woHadide financial crisis, so please be as gen
erous as you can. If you do not have an envelope packet, you can markdy@ipcheck afl O uotfrfeearci hnigfha r t |
memo section.

Letds show these eight just how much we care

A PROJECT of SAMARITAMNTS FLIRSE

This is our churchés 12th year of being a part of
tough economic times, we collé@8eshoebox@s3 more than last year! What a blessing to be a part of such a gen-
erous congregation, and to know that each box will bring joy to a needy boy or girl. It was a thrill to deliver our bo
to the relay center at Downeast Calvary Chapel in Trenton and see our boxes join the hundreds of others from a
this area (and then to imagine them joining the hundreds of thousands from all over the U.S.A.}).

Pl ease pray for the child who wil!.l receive YOL

2009 EMMAUS CHIRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS
We are currently gathering items for the Emmaus Food Baskets. The following items would
ciated if you, could assist us in any way, we would be most grateful.
A Christmas Basket consists of: a turkey, stuffing, gravy, canned green bear
sweet potatoes, regular potatoes, cranberry sauce, nuts, raisins, rolls and pie
Additional items that Emmaus can always use are listed on the collecti. -

TheChristmas AdopA-Family Progranwill be offered again this year. In
2008, we assisted 213 families and this included 861 gifts to individuals. Each year we try to si
plify the process and we are truly grateful to the many volunteers who work very hard to make t
program a reality for needy families. It is not an easy task!

We are indebted to the many individuals, families, organizations, businesses and sch
who have come to our assistance over the past 14 Christmas seasons.

The process is quite simple: Families come in and fill out the necessary paperwork to be adopted and we do «
to fulfill their reqguests. Once we receive t heptf amil
AFamilii last year 122 families were adopted.

This process of adoption can take place in various ways:

1. The Adoptee requests and receives the actual paperwork of the family and then goes out and purchases the gif
and returns the items by a certain date to the shelter to be given to the family

2.  The Adoptee adopts a family by sending in money and volunteers go out and purchase the items and/or gift car

3. For Christmas, we suggest that the Adoptee purcha
Food Basket.

We explain to those requesting gifts that they can ask for items up to a $30 value per person on their list.
We would greatly appreciate any assistance again this year. Please call, email or ring our doorbell if you &ee
hand.



WHAT IS ALPHA?

Alphais an opportunity to explorethe meaningof life in a relaxed,friendly
setting Eachgatheringbeginswith a meal or refreshments asa chanceto
get to know others. Thenthere is a short talk which looks at a different
aspect of the Christianfaith each week This is followed by a time of
discussionn smallgroups,where everyoneis welcometo contribute their
opinion & askquestionsin an environmentwhere no questionabout life or
Godis seenastoo simpleor too hostile. Theemphasiss upon exploration
anddiscoveryin arelaxed& informalenvironment
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WOMENOGS FELL OWS{: SRR

Come and enjoy a bit of Christmas Joy!
We will meet on Wednesdagcember @ at10AM a t Joan Al exander 6s home.
plannedd on 6t mi ss out on GChristmas Caokien@wéphis is Md@udienicel particihaa v e  a
tion event: Bring two dozen cookies on a plate with the recipe (maybe a dozen copies of it) and a container t
take home two dozen cookieome with one kind, leave with an assortment! Sounds yummy!! Then we will
enjoy a reading from Charles Dickd@m&sChristmas Carahd we hope to have some
special music for all to enjoy. So mark your calendar for the second Wednesday in De-
» cembed thatisthe9at 10AM at Joan Al exanderds hom
for lunch. Coffee, tea and a dessert will be provided by our hostess.
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‘ Congregational Care
[

?
| would like to thank Lura Dolliver for lovingly s -
ing special cards to cheer up people in the congrega-
tion.

| am sure some of you are unaware of her card is-
try unless youdve rec ved one!

Letds all tell much we appreci
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HOSPITALITY

ltdéds hard to believe that another year will soon be on

This year, with so many people being away, our ministry decided to be responsible for the Thanksgiving dinnéfeétrthe ch
hoping that those of you that could attend, had a good time.

With the Christmas season soon approaching, we know it will be a busy one for all of us. Christmas is also anmke when
cooking a few extra things for neighbors, familiketoary fr
somet hing different. So here are the items fromé. .

GAROLYN'S CORNER

Yummy Bars
Lemon Cooler Cookies (1:/30‘("3 %OLtjtgrrl (13hocotl)ate Layer
1/2 cup akpurose flour Cup butte cup brown sugar

3/4 cup confectionersod sugaigfstt)p@ggﬁ;i ded) iteggs i
1 tsp. finely grated lemon zest : Sp vanilia

: 1 cup flour 3/4 tsp salt
1 stick (8 T_BLS) softened butter 1/4 tsp salt 1 cup finely chopped
1/4 tsp vanilla extract 1/4 tsp baking powder walnuts
Adjust oven rack to loweiddle position and heat oven to 350 1 cup chocolate bits
degrees. For the dough (prepare this
Mi x flour, 1/ 4 cup conf ect ifistRehsabtheduegta 350 degrebs. ICeamobotterz
dium bowl sugar until it is light and fluffy; stir in vanilla. Sift togeth
Add butter and vanilla; beat (or mix with hands) until ingrediehtsflour, salt and baking powder, then add them to the
form into a dough. creamed mixture, blending well. Press into a 9x13 bak

Drop dough by generous teaspoons onto a parchment lined pan. Bake for 15 minutes, then set aside.

cookie sheet. Bake until bottoms are golden brown. (about Ebr the chocolate layer, combine the brown sugar, egg
min.) Transfer cookies to a wire rack to cool. vanilla, salt beating until mixture is thick. Stir in nuts ar
Place remaining 1/2 cusipedc onifOQQe pitsandspogn over fhe haked FOHK'GQOU\%
ziplock bag. Working with a dozen cookies at a time, drop spreading to make an even layer.” Bake for 25 min. . |
cookies into sugar, shake to coat. Cookies can be stored in gﬂne, cool enough for the chocolate to set, then cut int
airtight container up to 1 week. bars (or more)

Yield: approx 2 dozen

) Southern Pecan Praline Brownies
Can easily be doubled

1 cup butter
2 1/4 cups light brown sugar, firmly packed
2 eggs lightly beaten
2 tsp. vanilla
1 1/4 cups all purpose flour
T e T R oA 2 tsp. baking powder
. 1/8 tsp salt
2 cups pecans, coarsely chopped
Confectioners sugar

¥ some of your favorites for
i years to come. Our thanksal:. =
to Carolyn for sharing ther i
with us. AhE

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease 13x9x2 inch bakin
In medium saucepan over low heat, melt butter and browr
A stirring constantly. Remove from heat and add eggs and
4P c &tin intil gvell combined. Add flour, baking powder and sa

..Dondot forget

f g - ﬁ._h.-f' Yankee Swap Combine well. Stir in pecans.

rg? ip di £ o4 15 _ _

R ‘w"-“q?_?- fellowship dmne;r A Pour batter into prepared pan. Bake 25 to 30 minutes or

_ 1 December 19th at 6:00 pr¥ ~ % . . )

\_x 7 brownies begin to pull away from the sides of the pan. Cc

(e — <] completely. | f desired, d
T T - T sening.

Yield: approx 36 bars



